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Anton KRUTIKOV

GENERAL M.V. ALEKSEYEV AND THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
(MARCH — MAY 1917)

Abstract: This paper focuses on the outstanding Russian military leader, Infantry General 
M.V. Alekseyev, who assumed the post of Supreme Commander-in-Chief after the February 
Revolution and became actively involved in the political process. Amid the deepening revolu-
tionary disintegration of Russian state structures and the erosion of military discipline, Alek-
seyev found himself at the epicenter of several successive crises of power. In the first weeks 
and months of the revolution, he repeatedly acted as a political arbitrator and key mediator 
between the General Headquarters (Stavka) and Petrograd, striving to preserve the combat 
readiness of the front and maintaining that the army had to stay “outside of politics.” The Su-
preme Commander-in-Chief’s intention to operate within the boundaries of pre-revolutionary 
military command practices ultimately cost the General Headquarters its authority and politi-
cal initiative. M.V. Alekseyev fully acknowledged the failure of those strategies in May 1917, 
when the creation of the Union of Army and Navy Officers marked the transition from admin-
istrative methods of stabilizing the front and rear to organized resistance among professional 
military personnel. The new military-political entities created with the participation of General 
Alekseyev in the spring and summer of 1917 would later become the personnel and institu-
tional basis for the emerging White movement.

Keywords: M.V. Alekseyev, Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich, A.I. Guchkov, A.F. Kerensky, 
Russian Revolution, Provisional Government, Headquarters of the Supreme Commander-in-
Chief, World War I.
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Anton KRUTIKOV

THE VOICE OF A BYGONE ERA: THE MEMOIR MANUSCRIPT  
BY V.A. DRUTSKOY-SOKOLINSKY AND ITS AUTHOR

Abstract: This article examines the memoirs of Prince Vladimir Andreevich Drutskoy-So-
kolinsky, a prominent Russian governor of the early 20th century. The recent discovery of 
previously unpublished manuscripts, rare documents, and photographs within the Drutskoy-
Sokolinsky family archive provides an opportunity to uncover new biographical details while 
contributing to the study of late Imperial and revolutionary Russia. As both a witness and 
a direct participant, the author navigates key historical turning points, including the collapse 
of the Russian monarchy, the turmoil of the Revolution, and the Civil War. Drutskoy-Soko-
linskys memoirs combine a sociological analysis of imperial and revolutionary realities with 
the retrospective reflections of a first-wave Russian émigré. Distinguished by a rare degree 
of political independence and impartiality, these notes — written by a statesman and cham-
berlain with personal knowledge of Emperor Nicholas II — offer a valuable and distinctive 
perspective compared to the broader corpus of contemporary accounts.

Keywords: V.A. Drutskoy-Sokolinsky, Russian Empire, World War I, Russian Revolution, 
Civil War, White Movement

Leontiy LANNIK

THE GENESIS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR. II. REASSESSING THE 
INEFFICACY OF GEOPOLITICAL COMPROMISES IN 1911-1914

Abstract. By the 1910s, a global system of international relations had matured, significantly 
intensifying Great Power balancing on the precipice of a violent redistribution of spheres of 
influence. Conventional wisdom suggests that by 1914, escalation had become inevitable —
that any attempts to avert an inter-coalition war were predestined to fail under the weight 
of imperial expansion and rising militarism. However, a thorough examination of regional 
compromises and a holistic reconstruction of events suggest a different conclusion, particu-
larly when a posteriori biases are stripped away. Between 1911 and 1914, diplomats and 
statesmen successfully navigated several high-stakes crises, fostering the continued growth 
of the first global economy and infrastructure. While systematic and demonstrably effective 
efforts were made to prevent a major conflagration, the very architecture of these compro-
mises paradoxically undermined the stability of the fraying Vienna system. The explanation 
for this failure, as well as the true lessons of the July Crisis, apparently lie within the cultural 
and theoretical dimensions of international relations. To understand these fatal processes, 
one must harmonize the analysis of objective global factors with the phenomenological and 
subjective drivers of the era, ultimately moving toward a  de-idealized view of Eurocentric 
international systems.

Keywords: geopolitics, compromises, German Empire, regional conflicts, infrastructure, 
militarization, systemic approach, July crisis 1914.
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Elena LINKOVA, Maksim ALEKSANDRIN

THE PERSONALITY AND MILITARY TRADITIONS OF F.F. USHAKOV 
IN RUSSIAN HISTORICAL MEMORY 

Abstract. Examining how famous historical figures and key events are remembered provides 
valuable insight into the state’s core values across different developmental stages. This article 
examines the legacy and military career of Admiral F.F. Ushakov, analyzing commemorative 
practices across two main areas: academic studies and public memorialization (monuments, 
toponymy, and cultural sites). The authors evaluate the goals and outcomes of these memo-
rial practices to understand how historical traditions shape public consciousness. Ultimately, 
the study shows that Admiral Ushakov’s memory persists because of his critical role in Rus-
sia’s 18th- and early 19th-century geopolitical successes. His core principles of naval train-
ing, leadership, and service to the Fatherland remain highly relevant to both the armed forces 
and contemporary civil society.

Keywords: F.F. Ushakov, historical memory, Black Sea Fleet, commemoration, Russian-
Turkish wars, Sevastopol, military history. 

Natalya TRAVKINA

THE AUTHORITARIAN PRESIDENCY OF DONALD J. TRUMP:  
CONSEQUENCES FOR THE STABILITY OF THE U.S. POLITICAL SYSTEM

Abstract. The return of Donald J. Trump to the White House in January 2025 marked a radi-
cal transformation of U.S. federal governance. The system of checks and balances, which has 
served as the foundation of American statehood since the nation’s inception 250 years ago, 
has been severely eroded. The most visible manifestation of this shift is the emergence of an 
authoritarian presidential model centered on personal loyalty to the Head of State. American 
historians have been increasingly drawing parallels between Trump and the Caesars from 
the Pax Romana era. However, a definitive historical assessment of the 47th President’s leg-
acy remains a task for future generations of American scholars.

Keywords: Donald J. Trump, cult of personality, U.S. authoritarianism, Trump presidency, 
Caesarism, Roman Catholic Church, Trump’s narcissism, regime change, decline of Ameri-
can democracy
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Vladimir VASILIEV 

ON THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF THE U.S. CIVILIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT: IS 
A NEW BLACK THURSDAY UPCOMING?

Abstract. The United States has reached a critical juncture in its civilizational development, 
driven by the convergence of major historical, political, and economic macrocycles. Over the 
nation’s 250-year history, the time factor has dictated the cyclical nature of societal dynamics. 
Tracking the rhythms of these macrocycles allows researchers to accurately forecast major 
turning points. This article examines the significance of the temporal dimension within Amer-
ican historical, political and economic processes and presents a prognostic assessment indi-
cating the probability of a major U.S. stock market crash by 2029–2030, echoing the “Black 
Thursday” collapse of October 24, 1929.

Keywords: historical cycles, economic cycles, long waves of political cycles, Kondratiev 
waves, centennial cycles, stock market crash of 1929, synchronization of macrocycles.

Ladislav ZEMÁNEK

“DEMOCRACY PROTECTION” MECHANISMS AND INFORMATION SPACE 
GOVERNANCE IN THE EU

Abstract. The article examines the supranational and transnational mechanisms for govern-
ing the information environment established by the European Commission since the early 
2020s, with particular emphasis on the political dimensions of these innovations. Initiatives 
such as the European Democracy Shield, the European Digital Media Observatory, the Euro-
pean Centre for Democratic Resilience, and related structures are presented as instruments 
for countering harmful disinformation that are formally based on voluntary participation in 
their activities. However, critics argue that these instruments have an anti-democratic and 
illiberal orientation, posing risks to freedom of expression, pluralism, public debate, and free 
elections, while further constraining the powers of EU member states. The analysis leads 
to the conclusion that the course pursued by Brussels in the governance of the information 
space entails systemic risks, including deepening political polarization and an erosion of gov-
ernmental legitimacy.

Keywords: European Union, EU, European Commission, European Democracy Shield, Eu-
ropean Digital Media Observatory, democratic resilience, information space governance, re-
strictions on freedom of expression, electoral interference, sovereignty.


